Cytoplasmic enzyme patterns in isolated hamster pulmonary alveolar type II cells.
Three cytoplasmic enzyme patterns were studied in pulmonary alveolar type II cells isolated from normal adult hamster lung: lactate dehydrogenase (total and isoenzymes), peroxidase, and beta-N-acetylglucosaminidase. Enzyme patterns of freshly-isolated type II cells were found to be different from those of freshly-isolated pulmonary hamster fibroblasts. After both types of cells had been cultured for seven days, no difference in cytoplasmic enzyme patterns remained. Lactate dehydrogenase isoenzyme patterns for type II cells were different from those obtained from polymorphonuclear leukocytes and alveolar macrophages. These data may be useful in detecting sources of lung injury by assessment of enzyme patterns in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid.